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For Immediate Release

Gold Star Wives to meet in Scottsdale:  They pray their membership will not grow…

They are brought into the organization through some of the most extreme circumstances…because membership is garnered through the death of a military spouse who was killed while serving their country or who died on active duty or as a result of their service injuries.  

Each year, they pray their membership will not grow.  Unfortunately during times of war, their prayers seem to go unanswered.  So in order to support each other, the Gold Star Wives of America continue to offer support and will come together for their national convention in Scottsdale, Arizona from July 22-27 at the Chaparral Suites Resort.

Guest speakers for the convention include founder Marie Jordan Speer, Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Anthony Principi, State Department of Veterans Affairs Director Patrick Chorpenning and Councilman Phil Gordon.  
The Gold Star Wives was first established in 1945, when it was called World War II Widows of New York.  The first meeting was at the home of Marie Jordan in New York and was attended by four New York Widows.

Marie Jordan Speer is the “founding mother” of the organization and worked for many years to contact other widows.  Speer is scheduled to speak to the members on Saturday July 26th at 7 p.m.  She and other wives have heartfelt stories to tell.  To contact them, please contact Kathy Upchurch at (602) 246-0240.  

The World War II Widows of New York decided to change their name in 1945 to include all widows in the United States.  Thus this organization became the Gold Star Wives of America, 
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Inc. on Dec.15, 1945.  Eleanor Roosevelt was a member of the original Board of Directors. 

On December 4, 1980, a federal charter was granted to the Gold Star Wives by the US Congress and signed by President Jimmy Carter.  

Among their purposes the Gold Star Wives include honoring the memory of those who made the supreme sacrifice in the service of our country; providing benefits of a happy, healthful, and wholesome life to minor children of persons who died in the service of our country; promoting activities and interests designed to foster the proper mental attitude to face the future with courage; and to provide aid when necessary to the widows and children of persons who died in the service of our country.

Nationally, the Gold Star Wives number nearly 12,000 members and locally here in Phoenix there are 187 members.  There are nearly 6,000 potential members in the State of Arizona.  

Speakers/special activities are as follows and will take place at the Chapparal Suites at 5001 N. Scottsdale Road in Scottsdale:

· July 24 at 10 a.m.- Speaker VA Secretary Anthony Principi

· July 24 at 6 p.m. President’s Reception, Speaker ASDVS Director Patrick Chorpenning

· July 25 at 8 a.m. a Memorial Service at St. Barnabas Church (Mockingbird Lane and Lincoln Drive) followed by a wreath laying at VA’s National Memorial Cemetery of Arizona

· July 25th at noon with Speaker Phil Gordon

· July 26th an Installation Dinner at 6 p.m. with founder Marie Jordan Speer as the guest speaker.

You can learn more about their organization by visiting their website at www.goldstarwives.org.
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The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 50,000 veterans. We currently have 150 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 110 beds for nursing home patients and 48 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are actively involved in training new medical and surgical residents to become certified physicians and are committed to medical research to help find cures for illness and disease.  We are honored to serve our veterans.

