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For Immediate Release

Salute Pays Special Tribute to Nation’s Veterans


On Valentine’s Day, the Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center is celebrating National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans.  The Salute will start at 8:30 a.m. on February 14, 2001 outside the Ambulatory Care Clinic entrance at the Northeast corner of 3rd Street and Indian School Road.  

The National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans is a day set aside to pay tribute and express appreciation to hospitalized veterans, increase community awareness of the role of the VA Medical Center, encourage citizens to visit hospitalized veterans, and to become involved as volunteers.

Chaplain Michael West will kick off the Salute with an invocation.  Included in the ceremony will be a presentation by local color guard units and VA Voices will sing the National Anthem and America the Beautiful.  St. Mary’s High School will provide patriotic music. Participants will release a bundle of red, white, and blue balloons at approximately 8:45 a.m.
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In order to celebrate and recognize veterans the Center is providing public tours running from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on National Salute Day.  


Nationally more than 98,000 veterans are cared for every day in VA medical centers, outpatient clinics, domiciliaries, and nursing homes.  The Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center, Norwest Extension Clinic, Show Low Extension Clinic, and Southeast Extension Clinic provides care for 38,000 veterans.
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The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 38,000 veterans. We currently have 150 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 110 beds for nursing home patients and 48 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are actively involved in training new medical and surgical residents to become certified physicians and are committed to medical research to help find cures for illness and disease.  Our five core values are trust, respect, excellence, commitment and compassion.  We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


