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For Immediate Release

Flag Ceremony Will Give Dignified Retirement to Worn-out American Flags


Since the tragic events of 9/11/01 many Americans have been displaying the American Flag prominently.  Now some of the flags are faded and tattered due to the wind and the weather.  But how many of us know the appropriate way to dispose of our nation’s flag when it is worn out? Federal law provides that, “The flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem for display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning.  Therefore, the VA hospital will be holding a flag retirement ceremony on September 5th, 2003.


In order to assist in this process, all Maricopa County residents, who have worn out, faded or tattered American Flags should drop off their flags in the blue recycle bins at the Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center entrance at the corner of Third Street and Indian School Road, between 7 a.m. and 8 p.m. Monday through Friday from August 15h through August 29th.  The bins will be collected each night and stored until the Flag Retirement ceremony occurs on September 5th at 8 a.m. at the VAMC.

On Wednesday night August 27th, most of the flags will be prepared for the ceremony by using a long-time flag retirement tradition of separating the stripes from the stars in a proper fashion.  This means separating the red stripes, from the white strips and the field of stars.  The retirement ceremony will include the burning of the flags with first the red stripes, then the white stripes and then the field of stars.   Phoenix Fire Station Number 9’s B shift will assist the VA with the flag retirement burning on Friday September 5th.
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The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 50,000 veterans. We currently have 150 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 108 beds for nursing home patients and 48 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are actively involved in training new medical and surgical residents to become certified physicians and are committed to medical research to help find cures for illness and disease.  Our five core values are trust, respect, excellence, commitment and compassion.  We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


